Enzynic digests of protein, which only became available in this countxy dung the later years of the war, had been made use of in the U.S.A. and Sweden for some time before then. The preparations which we have been using are digests of the caein of cows' milk. All such preparations have a bitter and unpleasant taste due to the presence of free amino acids, although this can be modified to some extent by dilution with milk. Fortunately this disadvantage does not constitute any serious drawback to their employment in infants up to three months of age, who do not appear to resent this taste, and this is the age group in which such pre-digested proteins have a great field of usefulness.
Incatio.s for Amino Acid Feeds There are obvious advantages in feeding predigested rather than raw protein to cases of cystic fibrosis of the pancreas whose duodenal secretions are deficient or completely lacking in trypsin. It has recently been demonstrated (West et al., 1946) that the level of plasma amino acid nitrogen rises m these cases after a meal of hydrolysed casein, indicating absorption from the gut, but not after a meal of unhydrolysed casem or gelatn. This difference is not shown by infants with a normal pancreas. Clearly, the absorption of protein by patients with pancreatic insufficncy is improved by feeding hydrobsed protein.
For those infants who manifest an allergic reaction to the proteins of cows' milk, it would seem reasonable to reduce the protein to its constituent amino acids before administration in an attempt to obviate the adverse effects of ingesting raw protein.
This.has, in fact, been tried with succss (Hl, 1941 (Andersen, 1942; Miller, 1941) protein digests fufil a valuable function. Premature infants at birth have a lower nitrogen content per kilo of body weight than full-term infants, and therefore require a high protein intake to make good this deficit and maintain growth. It has been shown that the enzymic activity of the stomach and bowel tends to be low (MiLer, 1941) 
